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RESEARCH
 The Pennsylvania Youth Survey is administered biannually to all 6, 8, 10 and 12 grade students 

throughout the commonwealth

 Survey was first administered in 1989

 The survey is constructed around four domains:  Community, School, Family, Peer/individual

 Recent versions of the survey includes area of current concern such as bullying, internet safety, 
vaping, prescription drug use and depression

 Participation in the survey is voluntary

 Results can be used to direct prevention resources where they are likely to have the greatest 
impact.

BACKGROUND



PARTICIPATION

 46.9% of participants were female 50.4% were male

 6th Grade had the highest participation rate at 96.9%
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RESULTS/HIGHLIGHTS

 The most common substance in terms of prevalence was alcohol.  37% as compared 
to 43.9% at the state level.

 The next most frequent use was marijuana with 12% indicating lifetime use as 
compared to 17.3% at the state level.

 Some increase in ATOD by 6th & 8th Graders

 Results show that most of the students are really involved in school and the teachers 
do care about them.

 Threatening incidents were highest for 8th graders (21.6% of students, compared to 
25.1% for that grade on the state level)
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RESULTS/HIGHLIGHTS

 There are still 50% of students (59% states) know adults who have been drunk or 
high in 12 months. Around 21% students said that they know some adults who used 
marijuana, crack, cocaine or other drug last 12 months. Also 11.6% of students know 
some adults who have done other things that could get them in trouble with the 
police in the last 12 months. 

 There are still some students think that their parents won’t think they are wrong for 
using alcohol(9.3%), marijuana(8.2%), they also don’t think it is wrong to have 
alcohol (15%)and marijuana(25.6%). 
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TOBACCO-VAPING-PAST 30 DAYS
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PRESCRIPTION-OVER THE COUNTER-30 DAY USE
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FREQUENCY OF BULLYING
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OTHER ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOR
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COMMITMENT/INVOLVEMENT/IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOL
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CONCLUSIONS

 Alcohol use continues to be an area of concern

 Bullying and Internet Safety: 10.9% of students in this district indicated experiencing 
bullying in the past 12 months (16.9% in state level). Students who indicated 
experiencing bullying in the past 12 months reported that “they way I look” (43.4%), 
“some other reason” (40.6%), and “I don’t know” (40%) were the most frequent 
reasons they were bullied. 

 Community risk associated with availability: around 40% of the students think that 
they would not be caught by police for drinking. 13.6% of students think that adults 
won’t think drinking alcohol is wrong. 8.7% think adults won’t think smoking 
marijuana is wrong. 40% of students think it is easy to get beer, wine or hard liquor 
around community.
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